Designing

With Lace

A knitted lace purse makes an elegant addition to any special outfit.
Match or coordinate it to any ensemble in a size to fit your needs.
By LOIS S. YOUNG

A simple clutch purse made from a
folded rectangle is perhaps the easiest
to design and assemble.
Such a rectangle should be taller
than it is wide. If you divide the height
in fifths, you must have two-fifths for
the front of the purse, two-fifths for
the back and one-fifth folded over for

the front flap, which will end about
halfway down the bag. Therefore, when
planning a purse, decide how wide and
how high you want your finished bag
to be, and then knit a rectangle of the
desired width and 21⁄2 times as high as
the finished height.

Choosing the Pattern Stitches

Now for the fun part—finding
patterns to fill this rectangle. One
choice is the selection of two
different patterns, one for the
flap or its edging, and one
for the body of the purse.
You might select
a large, fancy
pattern for the

flap, such as one with a combination
of knit and purl areas that gives it a
3-D quality.
Other options for large flap patterns
include a Feather and Fan stitch or
Crest of the Wave pattern. Patterns
for ripple afghans also work well. All
of these patterns make a rippled or
scalloped edge by alternating areas
of increased stitches with areas of
decreased ones. When you change
from such a pattern to the main
pattern, you will probably have to
“tame” these ripples so the top inside
edge of your purse is straight. The
easiest way to do this is to continue
the ripple pattern as established but
eliminate the increases. Work one or
two less decreases per pattern row
until you are down to half the original
number of decreases; after a few rows,
the pattern will even out so it no
longer ripples. Inserting a few rows of
garter stitch as a transition from the
border to main pattern will also help.
It is also possible to use a lace
edging for the flap pattern. This
edging is worked sideways onto the
final edge of the purse piece. In such
a case, the rectangle for the purse
only needs to be twice as high as the
desired height of the purse. When
you choose an edging, be sure that
half the number of rows in the edging
divides evenly into the final number of
purse stitches.
To attach a lace edging, cut the yarn
for the body of the purse, leaving a
6-inch end. With the right side of the

a simple and not-very-open lace on
the body of the purse—also has an
attractive look. Again stitches can be
used between the vertical patterns.
Using purl stitches between the
knitted lace columns makes the fabric
look somewhat like ribbing, with the
purl parts receding and the knitted
lace parts standing out. There are
many small lace patterns that would
work for this type of purse. A small
allover lace would also look nice.

Lining the Purse

A knitted lace purse will need a
lining for stability. I prefer to use a
lining and an interlining, so all seams
are enclosed and do not show through
the lace. For this you will need two
rectangles of fabric (something
elegant like satin or taffeta is nice),
each 1⁄4 inch bigger on all sides than
the finished purse piece.
Use a 1/4-inch seam throughout. Fold
the bottom edge of one fabric piece
upward two-fifths of the way, having
the right sides together (see Figure 1).
This will be the lining. Sew the side
seams leaving 1/4 inch unstitched at the
top edge of fold-up section. Repeat
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with the second piece of fabric for
the interlining.
Turn the lining pocket right side
out. Fold over the top 1/4 inch of the
fold-up section on the interlining to
the outside; fold over the top 1/4 inch of
the fold-up section of the lining to the
inside. Press both edges flat. Lay the
lining on top of the interlining, having
both fold-up sections facing up and
with right sides of flaps facing. Sew
the flaps together, making sure not to
catch the 1/4-inch fold overs in the flap
seam (see Figure 2). When you turn the
flap right side out, you should be able
to slip the interlining inside the lining.
All seams will be in between these
two pieces and will not show either on
the inside or the outside. Catch-stitch
the pressed fold-over edges together.
Sew the side seams of the knitted
purse and insert the assembled lining
into the purse. Sew the lining to the
purse along the front edge and around
the flap. Sew snaps under the flap and
on the front of the purse.
If you like, you can also add a strap.
The easiest one is made with I-cord.
Using two double-point needles, cast
on 3 stitches. Knit 3, *slip the stitches
back to the left-hand needle, knit 3.
Repeat from * until the strap is about
1⁄3 less than the desired length. I-cord
stretches considerably, which is the
reason for making the strap much
shorter than the desired length.
Enjoy your new, elegant evening
accessory! n
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purse facing you and using a separate
double-point needle, cast on the
required number of edging stitches.
Work the first two stitches (the first
purse stitch and the last cast-on
stitch) of the first edging row as knit
2 together (k2tog) instead of the slip
1 or knit 1 given in the instructions.
Every time you end a wrong-side row,
slip the last stitch of the edging with
yarn in front. Turn the work. At the
beginning of each right-side row, work
k2tog on that slipped stitch and the
next purse stitch. Bind off when all
purse stitches have been attached to
the edging.
A nice option is a narrow, scalloped
border. These are harder to find, but
sometimes can be located in books
of antique patterns. Again, you can
use a knitted-on narrow edging as an
alternative.
Patterns for the body of the purse
can be vertical columns of lace or
allover patterns. The use of two knit
stitches between each lace column
gives textural interest and can be
helpful in making a transition between
the scallops of the border and the lace
pattern. The multiple of the border
determines the number of fill stitches
used between the columns. The
combination of the simple border with
the very open lace is very appealing.
One ridge of garter stitch can also be
used where one pattern stops and the
other starts.
The opposite combination—a very
fancy flap pattern contrasted with
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A fanciful flap
grows into a small
clutch bag.
Design by LOIS S. YOUNG

CHALLENGING

Finished Measurements

Pattern Note

Materials

Flap

Unfolded: Approx 73/4 x 91/2 inches
Folded: 73/4 x 33/4 inches
• Fingering weight yarn (70%
cashmere/30% silk; 156 yds/40g
per ball): 1 ball pink
• Size 3 (3.25mm) needles or size needed to
obtain gauge
• Stitch markers
• Contrasting-color lining fabric: 9 x 20-inch
piece
• 3 snap fasteners

Gauge

21 sts and 32 rows = 4 inches/10cm in
pat (after blocking).
To save time, take time to check gauge.

Pattern Stitches

Clutch Lace (multiple of 8 sts + 1)
Row 1 (RS): K4, *yo, ssk, k6; rep from *
to last 5 sts, end yo, ssk, k3.
Row 2: P3, *yo, p2tog, p6; rep from *
to last 5 sts, end yo, p2tog, p4.
Rep Rows 1 and 2 for pat.
Lovely Lace
Work according to chart.

On wrong-side row, work purl 1, knit 1
in double yarn over.
Cast on 14 sts.
Knit 1 row.
Work [Rows 1–12 of Lovely Lace Chart]
5 times.
Knit 1 row. Bind off kwise.

Purse

With RS facing, pick up and knit 41 sts
across straight edge of lace.
Knit 1 row. Mark each end of this row.
Beg Clutch Lace pat and work until
clutch measures 91/4 inches from
marked row, ending with a RS row.
Knit 2 rows, bind off kwise on WS.

Assembly
Blocking
Wet lace, stretch and pin out to
required dimension.
Make Lining
Cut 2 pieces of lining fabric the width
and length of knitted piece plus
1/4-inch seam allowance on all sides.
With RS of lining tog, trace flap
outline at 1 end. Sew flap following

marked line, and side seams, leaving
other short end open. Trim points,
turn lining to RS and press. Place
on knitted piece, with lining just
below edge of points; mark flap and
straight end for length. Turn seam
allowance to inside and sew seam.
Fold bottom of lining to flap line,
sew side seams.
Fold straight edge of purse up to
flap line, sew side seams. Insert lining into purse, sew in place across
front and around edge of flap; sew
3 snaps to top of flap and front of
purse. n
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LOVELY LACE CHART
STITCH KEY
K on RS, p on WS
P on RS, k on WS
Yo
Yo twice; work as [k1, p1]
on next row
K2tog on RS, p2tog on WS
Ssk on RS, ssp on WS
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